
May 20, 1999: Sanders introduces H.R. 1885, the bipartisan International Prescription Drug Parity Act, with Reps. Marion Berry (D-AR) and Jo Ann
Emerson (R-MO). The bill is the first to allow American consumers access to FDA-approved prescription drugs from other countries at lower prices.
Senators Paul Wellstone (D-MN), Olympia Snowe (R-ME) and Byron Dorgan (D-ND) introduce Sanders� bill in the Senate 3 weeks later.

July 7, 1999: Sanders becomes the first Member of Congress to lead a bus trip to Canada with seniors to purchase more affordable prescription drugs.
Vermont women battling breast cancer were able to purchase Tamoxifen at less than one tenth the price sold in the United States.

October 5, 1999: Co-sponsors of HR 1885 send a letter to President Clinton
urging Administration support for legislation to allow reimportation of FDA-
approved prescription drugs. (AP, 10/5/99)

October 7, 1999: CBS Evening News correspondent John Roberts asks
President Clinton �What do you think about the idea of allowing pharmacies to
reimport druggs parallel importing for senior citizens and allow them access to
the cheaper prices they would pay in Canada?� Clinton responds, �It�s an
interesting idea. I never thought about it.� Roberts says, �That�s Congressman
Sanders idea.� Clinton says, �Well, if you could preserve their safety and
quality�I would think it could be done. And it might work well along the
Canadian border for Vermont, where Congressman Sanders lives, and for the
other states along the border.�

October 21, 1999: HR 1885 is endorsed by the National Community Pharma-
cists Association, which includes 55 pharmacists in Vermont.

October 25, 1999:  President Clinton accuses the pharmaceutical industry�s first �Flo� ads and accuses them of price gouging American seniors, citing
Sanders� and others bus trips to Canada. Clinton said, �I wish they�d spend this ad money explaining why seniors have to get on the bus and go to
Canada to buy drugs at less than half the price they can buy them in America.� (LA Times, 10/26/99)

October 27, 1999: Co-sponsors of HR 1885 meet with HHS Secretary Donna Shalala to lobby for Administration support for reimportation legislation.

February 9, 2000:  First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton becomes one of many U.S. Senate candidates to endorse the reimportation legislation. Her
opponent Rudolph Guiliani noted that a bill � has already been introduced in Congress by Rep. Bernard Sanders of Vermont and others.� (NY Times)

February 18, 2000: Sanders leads second bus trip to Canada, this time with 35 Vermont seniors. Others have already begun mirroring Sanders� first bus
trip incumbents and candidates from Ohio, Maine, Montana, Michigan and Washington.

March 15, 2000: Sanders unveils a new report detailing a sharp increase in campaign contributions and lobbying expenditures by drug companies in
efforts to stop prescription drug reform. The report shows the industry increasing their contributions by more than 50% in just five years. (CBS, 3/16)

March 30, 2000: At a Capitol Hill press conference, Sanders slams new drug industry television ads that specifically criticize his bus trips and efforts to
enact reimportation legislation. The ads are aired by a drug industry front group known as Citizens for Better Medicare (CBM). Three months later,
Public Citizen unveils a report showing CBM spent more than $65 million against prescription drug legislation (Gannett, 3/31/2000).

April 11, 2000: Sanders creates prescription drug website to counter drug industry ad campaign. In one month, the site gets more than 3,000 visitors.

May 3, 2000: Sanders holds press conference to discuss new figures showing the pharmaceutical industry reaping
the highest profits of any industry in America. The report shows the top 7 drug companies earning more in pure
profit than the top 7  firms in the auto, oil, airline and media industry. (American Health Line, 5/4/200)

May 4, 2000: On CNN, Sanders debates Rep. Bill Thomas, the Republican point man on prescription drugs. On the
show, Thomas said that as long as medications meet FDA standards he would have �no problem� with reimportation
legislation. Thomas said, �Canada, the U.S. and Mexico are under NAFTA and we should include pharmaceuticals
as part of the trade product that we can deal with in an ongoing normal trade relationship.�

May 9, 2000: The Burlington Free Press reports that Senator Jim Jeffords  will introduce a reimportation bill which
Jeffords says �borrows� from Sanders original legislation.  (BFP, 5/10/2000)

June 13, 2000: Appearing on a panel with four Senators, Rep. Sanders urges Jeffords� Senate HELP comittee to mark
up and pass the reimportation bill.

June 28, 2000: Conservative Rep. Gil Gutknecht (R-MN) asks Sanders to speak on the floor of the House in support of an amendment to limit the FDA�s
ability to stop people from reimporting prescription drugs from other countries for personal use. After the amendment passes, Sanders rounds up a
handful of conservative Members of Congress, to sign onto his bill, making 92 bi-partisan co-sponsors.

July 10, 2000: The House passes an amendment to the Agriculture Appropriations Bill dealing with FDA and enforcement reimportation. The amend-
ment allows Senate co-sponsors of Sanders bill to offer their comprehensive legislation as an amendment to the Senate version of the Agriculture bill.

July 19, 2000: The Senate overwhelmingly passes a version of Sanders� original bill as an amendment to the Agriculture Appropriations Bill

September 20, 2000: After a meeting with Sanders earlier in the week, House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt (D) takes to the floor to urge Congress to
pass reimportation legislation before Congress adjourns. Two days later, The Baltimore Sun reports that the Republican leadership has told Members that
they cannot stop passage of the reimportation bill

September 25, 2000: President Clinton announces full White House support for the reimportation legislation, urging Congress to pass it immediately

President Clinton on Reimportation (10/7/99)

CBS News: �What do you think about the idea of
allowing pharmacies to reimport drugs?�

President Clinton: It�s an interesting idea. I never
thought about it.�

CBS News: �That�s Congressman Sanders idea.�

President Clinton: �If you could preserve their
safety and quality...I would think it could be done.�

Sanders leads May 3rd
press conference
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